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ABSTRACT

Many of the reasons offered for the difference between boys
and girls in certain kinds of cognitive tasks have been attributed to
biology. However, other factors need to be considered, and so the role that
motivation and learning play in gender differences is addressed in this
paper. The focus rests on gender differences, both in the individual factors
affecting self-regulatory learning activity, and in the relations among these
factors. A dispositional approach to motivation was adopted in order to
examine individual differences at a general level. Self-report measures
assessing goal orientations, control beliefs, self-esteem, and learning
strategy use were administered to 628 seventh-grade students. The findings
were consistent with previous research in that boys' and girls'
motivational-cognitive profiles were slightly different. Boys were more
inclined to performance goals and they reported using more superficial
learning strategies (e.g., rote-learning and detail memorizing) than girls.
The results also suggest that students' motivational orientations and the
underlying mechanisms might differ as a function of gender. These findings
have implications for research on self-regulated learning in general and
gender differences in particular. (Contains 50 references.) (RJIM)
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Dear AERA Presenter,

Congratulations on being a presenter at AERA'. The ERIC Clearinghouse on Assessment and
Evaluation invites you to contribute to the ERIC database by providing us with a printed copy of
your presentation.

Abstracts of papers accepted by ERIC appear in Resources in Education (RIE) and are announced
to over 5,000 organizations. The inclusion of your work makes it readily available to other
researchers, provides a permanent archive, and enhances the quality of RIE. Abstracts of your
contribution will be accessible through the printed and electronic versions of RIE. The paper will
be available through the microfiche collections that are housed at libraries around the world and
through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service.

We are gathering all the papers from the AERA Conference. We will route your paper to the
appropriate clearinghouse. You will be notified if your paper meets ERIC's criteria for inclusion
in RIE: contribution to education, timeliness, relevance, methodology, effectiveness of
presentation, and reproduction quality. You can track our processing of your paper at
http://ericae2.educ.cua.edu.

Please sign the Reproduction Release Form on the back of this letter and include it with two copies
of your paper. The Release Form gives ERIC permission to make and distribute copies of your
paper. It does not preclude you from publishing your work. You can drop off the copies of your
paper and Reproduction Release Form at the ERIC booth (523) or mail to our attention at the
address below. Please feel free to copy the form for future or additional submissions.

Mail to: AERA 1997/ERIC Acquisitions
The Catholic University of America
O'Boyle Hall, Room 210
Washington, DC 20064

This year ERIC/AE is making a Searchable Conference Program available on the AERA web
page (http://aera.net). Check it out!

awfence M. Rudner, Ph.D.
Director, ERIC/AE

'If you are an AERA chair or discussant, please save this form for future use.
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